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Investigation Problem

Interests:

» Understand the role of gendering, social reproduction and the sexualization of enslaved women bodies for the development of an anti-

Black racial system in the Spanish Caribbean, with an emphasis in Puerto Rico.

* Centering enslaved women as part of the history of resistance of the Caribbean and the Black Radical Tradition.

 Dissertation: Long durée of anti-Blackness from early modern Iberia to the plantation system Puerto Rico.
* Problem: Gaps in the literature about gender and slavery in the Spanish Caribbean, particularly Puerto Rico.

 Available literature about slavery and gender in the Caribbean focuses primarily on the English-speaking
Caribbean.

» Examples: Hilary Beckles’ Centering Women: Gender Discourse in Caribbean Slave Society (1999) and Lucille
Mair’s “Women Field Workers in Jamaica during Slavery” (2001)

 Available literature about slavery in the Spanish speaking Caribbean lack a robust gender analysis.




Exceptions
to the gap

in the

literature




Stages of Archival Research

* Literature Review about gender, slavery and race in Puerto Rico.
 Identification of main archives and collections.
* Familiarization with metasearch systems (e.g., PARES in Spain).

* Appointments in archives and planning of visits with a preliminary list of
documents.

* Search for a phone app to scan documents.

e QOrder of visits:

e Archivo Nacional Histoérico in Madrid

Archivo General de Indias in Sevilla

Naval Museum in Sevilla

Maritime Museum in Barcelona

Archivo General de Puerto Rico

Biblioteca y Hermoteca Puertorriquenia, Lazaro Library, UPPR.

» Tabulation of documents seen and scanned, analysis and research on digital
documents.



Key terms

Captive: highlights the process of kidnapping, capture and enslavement.

Cimarronaje (marronage): flight and running away from plantation and colonial
authorities.

» Small acts of resistance that disrupted and interrupted the operation of the plantation.

Cimarron (maroon): Runaway enslaved person.

Gender/labor differentiation: when sex or gender is used for the division of labor.

Social reproduction: activities requires for the reproduction of life and human relations.

 Care activities like cooking, raising a children, providing emotional support, cleaning, fostering

social relations, etc.



Practical difficulties

* Learning the different collections, metasearch
system, and how to identify the documents to

request in the archives.
* Legibility of 16th-18th century documents.

* Time: before, during and after
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* Length of some documents: over 1,000 pages.

* Decision between scanning documents or

carefully reading in the archives.

 Exhaustion after few hours.




Conceptual challenges

* Coloniality of the archive: the archives are constructed from the colonialist and racist episteme.

* Limitations in the representation of enslaved people beyond their reduction to a merchandise.

* Saidiya Hartman, “Venus in Two Acts”

* Ethical problem: reproducing the violence of the archives.
* Hartman, Scenes of Subjection: Terror, Slavery, and Self-Making in Nineteenth-Century America
* Alternatives:
e Hartman’s “Critical Fabulation”
» Struggle to represent a full picture of those who were enslaved.
» Attention to the possibilities of a story not told by the archives.
* Rearranging elements of the story to imagine “what might have happened”
e Jean Casimir’s “Reading Against the Grain” (The Haitian: A Decolonial History):
* Interrogating the actions and gestures of the colonists, enslavers and archives’ writers.
» Thinking the colonist restrictions as a response to the enslaves resistance.

* Recentering the people, their acts of resistance, the construction of alternatives forms of life and social relations.




Preliminary insights

* Limitations in the abstract, numerical and dehumanizing representation of enslaved populations on
colonial documents.

* Colonial obsession to document all instances of runaway slaves, conspiracies and rebellions.

* Contradiction of the archives: while the writing denies agency the history of what 1s written speaks to
enslaved resistance.

* Enslaved women should be also thought as cimarronas (maroon women), as central for enslaved
resistance and the social reproduction of enslaved people.

* Tension: lack of gender/labor differentiation and sexual/reproductive vulnerabilities.

* Contradiction of enslaved female reproductive capacities and maternity:
» capture and monetization of their reproductive value

 kinship relationships beyond physical separation.

* Questions about the role of enslaved women to the sustenance of alternatives mode of social relations among the
captives.




Archives in Spain: Archivo Nacional Histdrico,
Madrid

Main collection: Ultramar

* Ministry created for the government and administration of Puerto Rico, Cuba and Philippines.

P.R.: Documents related to slavery from 1824 to1899.

Real Cedulas (Royal Decrees): authorization for importation of enslaved people to P.R.

* Problem: abstract and numeric representation of enslaved in archives.

Good source for demographic information in 19th century P.R.

1841 Census: Blancos: 180,091, Mulatos: 132, 694, Negros libres: 25,744, Esclavos: 44,619.
e Non-white population: 203,057 vs. White population: 180,091

» Useful to track the racial demographic changes and the changes in the enslaved population.

ay -

e Problem: how the information was gathered.

Statistical information about criminality in Puerto Rico (1866)
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Archives in Spain: Archivo
de Indias, Sevilla

Main collection: Casa de Contratacion (House of Contracts) I 4

Casa de contratacion (1503-1717) regulated the commerce between
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Legal cases regarding the unlicensed importation of enslaved people.

* Insight: importation of enslaved people was larger than official

numbers.
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Limitations: license depict enslaved people as merchandise.

» Possible interpretation: importation of Moorish slaves.




Archives in Puerto Rico: Archivo
General de Puerto Rico, San Juan

* Records of the Spanish Governor of Puerto Rico

* Documents produced by the colonial government of Puerto Rico,
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primarily from the 18™ to 19t centuries.

* Esclavos (libertos) 1799-1825 / Freed slaves

I -
=
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« Esclavos (registro de) / Slave Registre

e Volume I, II, III

_ _Hl;”- Wlll
il
: w.;l%‘

]
l'f‘ = SRR

] _TL,,. I;U,' ,' P

* Esclavos (libertos): major letters to the governor Miguel de la Torre

describing cases of enslaved people running away of apprehension of
fugitive slaves.

* Discovery: announcement of fugitive or aprehended slaves in newspaper
La Gaceta.

* Documents relating to sea-marronage and intra-Caribbean traffic of
enslaved people.




Sea
marronage

Yirgin Islands
Anegada

Jost Van Dyke Gorda Anguilla Eaawaed

PUERTO St Tortola St Martin Islands
Thomas St Barts
L0 St Saba ~ Barbuda
Croix St Kitts
- Newis Antigua
St John R
Montserrat

Guadeloupe
Dominica
Martinique

Windward

Islands _
St Lucia

St Vincent Barbados

Netherlands Antilles Mustique

Grenadine
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Enslaved female resitance: cimarronea
(maroon women)

S

* Rethinking marronage as enacted by female captives.
* Cimarron = male maroon = masculine conception of marronage

* Archives support centering: Cimmarronas or Maroon Women.

e Two cases:

* Family marronage: document records enslaved men running away with their female
partners and children. (Esclavos profugos 1801-1806)

* Captive women named Negra Martha ran away by herself, going from the main island
of Puerto Rico to its smaller 1sland Vieques, and back.

ay -
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» 3 out of 9 ran with their partners and , ‘?“""““""“"”'"”"
one of them with their children.

» Problem: archives still represent the
maroon women as passive actors.

« Alternative framing: maroon
women as active participants and

organizers.
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Registro de Esclavos (1872)

SHORRBTARILA

Slave Registers based on the enslaved population per | e

COBIERNO SUPRRIOR O

municipality.

Registers allow to compare different patterns of enslaved labor,

REGIS 1
ISTRO CENTRAL DE ESCLAVOS

rates of enslaved male and female, and use of racial categories.

Type of enslaved labor depended by regional economic , SEGUNDO DEPARTAMENTO.
conditions or dominant economy.

PUERTO~-RICO.
GONZALEZ, IMPRESOR DEL GOBIERNO.

Four main categories of labor: labrador (agricultural or field , \ 1392,
work), jornalero (rent their labor), doméstico, and artesano
(specialized enslaved labor).

Lack of gender differentiation: enslaved female and male

labor depended more on the region and municipality.

e Towns with a predominance of agricultural production
had enslaved women mostly doing field work.

* Towns with a predominance of urban slavery had women
and men doing specialized labor, including domestic.
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Urban Slavery in San Juan: Specialized
enslaved female labor

Predominance of urban slavery in San Juan: specialized enslaved labor:
* Domestic specialized labor: washer, cookers, candy maker, ironing clothes, dressmaker, caretaker, etc.

« Urban skilled labor: tailor, mason, cooker, chocolate maker, baker, carpenter, tobacco maker, washer, etc.
* High number of enslaved women, particularly mulatto women.

* Challenge our understandings of domestic labor, and the boundaries between the private and public
sphere.

» Mariano Negron Portillo and Raul Mayo Santa analyze the Registro to challenge simplistic
understandings on enslaved family structures. Information about captive children:
* 36% of enslaved children lived with their mother
* 34% lived with an owner

* 30% lived with other enslaved people

* Evidence of family reunion after emancipation in the Book of Copm:ts. i
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Questions for
further
research :
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