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Agenda



Investigation Problem 



Exceptions 
to the gap 
in the 
literature



Stages of Archival Research 



Key terms



Practical difficulties 



Conceptual challenges 



Preliminary insights



Archives in Spain: Archivo Nacional Histórico, 
Madrid 









Archives in Spain: Archivo 
de Indias, Sevilla 



Archives in Puerto Rico: Archivo 
General de Puerto Rico, San Juan 



Sea 
marronage



Enslavedfemale resitance: cimarronas
(maroon women)



Family
marronage 
(1806)

Å 3 out of 9 ran with their partners and 

one of them with their children.

Å Problem: archives still represent the 

maroon women as passive actors. 

Å Alternative framing: maroon 

women as active participants and 

organizers. 



Cimarrona 
Martha 
(1824)

ÅCimarronaôsmobility.

ÅUse of ñNegraò as 

synonymous for slave.

ÅLimitations in the 

representation of Martha.

Å Captive female escaped by 

themselves. 



Registro de Esclavos (1872)






