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Agenda



Investigation Problem 



Exceptions 
to the gap 
in the 
literature



Stages of Archival Research 



Key terms



Practical difficulties 



Conceptual challenges 



Preliminary insights



Archives in Spain: Archivo Nacional Histórico, 
Madrid 









Archives in Spain: Archivo 
de Indias, Sevilla 



Archives in Puerto Rico: Archivo 
General de Puerto Rico, San Juan 



Sea 
marronage



Enslaved female resitance: cimarronas
(maroon women)



Family
marronage 
(1806)

• 3 out of 9 ran with their partners and 

one of them with their children.

• Problem: archives still represent the 

maroon women as passive actors. 

• Alternative framing: maroon 

women as active participants and 

organizers. 



Cimarrona 
Martha 
(1824)

• Cimarrona’s mobility.

• Use of “Negra” as 

synonymous for slave.

• Limitations in the 

representation of Martha.

• Captive female escaped by 

themselves. 



Registro de Esclavos (1872)





Urban Slavery in San Juan: Specialized
enslaved female labor 





Questions for 
further 
research :

How long were 
enslaved women 
able to stay with 
their children?  

Where enslaved 
women able to 

foster and continue 
maternal bonds 

with their children 
after physical 
separation? 

What was the role 
of enslaved 

maternity and care 
work for the 
creation of 

alternative kinship 
structures? 

How can we read 
enslaved maternity 

beyond the 
coloniality of the 

archives? 


	Slide 1: Decoding the Colonial Documents: The Hidden History of Women in Slavery in Puerto Rico
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Agenda
	Slide 4: Investigation Problem 
	Slide 5: Exceptions to the gap in the literature
	Slide 6: Stages of Archival Research 
	Slide 7: Key terms
	Slide 8: Practical difficulties 
	Slide 9: Conceptual challenges 
	Slide 10: Preliminary insights
	Slide 11: Archives in Spain: Archivo Nacional Histórico, Madrid 
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15: Archives in Spain: Archivo de Indias, Sevilla 
	Slide 16: Archives in Puerto Rico: Archivo General de Puerto Rico, San Juan 
	Slide 17: Sea marronage
	Slide 18: Enslaved female resitance: cimarronas (maroon women)
	Slide 19: Family marronage (1806)
	Slide 20: Cimarrona Martha (1824) 
	Slide 21: Registro de Esclavos (1872)
	Slide 22
	Slide 23: Urban Slavery in San Juan: Specialized enslaved female labor 
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: Questions for further research :

