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We need to challenge deficit thinking
This was on the NPR website accompanying a piece on the
30-million word gap. What message does this send about
Spanish-speaking/bilingual mothers?

Bilingualism/multilingualism is an asset and a
human right
•
•
•
•
•

Language and culture are linked
Language frames our identities
Language connects us
Language provides opportunities
Language is power

Language identity is a human right as defined in Article
22 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
which states that all individuals are entitled to “the
economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for
[his/her/their] dignity and the free development of
[his/her/their] personality.”
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