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Norma Gonzalez
[ am my language: Discourses of women and children
in the borderlands

* “These children are children of

promise. They are not “at-risk”; they
are not disadvantaged. Their struggle 1s
the struggle of children everywhere—
to grow and develop 1n a world that 1s
sometimes confusing, sometimes
harsh, sometimes ambivalent, but
within which they are uniquely
endowed to grow.”




We need to challenge deficit thinking
This was on the NPR website accompanying a piece on the
30-million word gap. What message does this send about
Spanish-speaking/bilingual mothers?




Bilingualism/multilingualism is an asset and a
human right >
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* Language and culture are linked WG oo ()
* Language frames our identities | P~
* Language connectsus

* Language provides opportunities
* Language is power

Language identity is a human right as defined in Article
22 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR),
which states that all individuals are entitled to “the
economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for
[his/her/their] dignity and the free development of
[his/her/their] personality.”




Panelists

Childhood multilingualism - challenge or opportunity?

Lauren Cycyk & Stephanie De Anda, Assistant Professors, Communication
Disorders and Sciences

“But how can kids learn English if they’re in bilingual education programs?"
Audrey Lucero, Associate Professor, Education Studies

Myths about bilingualism & bilingual education: Repercussions for
education policy

llana Umansky, Assistant Professor, Educational Methodology, Policy, and
Leadership

What’s in a label?: Acknowledging linguistic diversity
Gabriela Pérez Baez, Assistant Professor, Linguistics

Myths about understanding accented speech
Melissa Baese-Berk, Associate Professor, Linguistics
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