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There are more
than 7,000
languages
around the
world!

Oralandsignlanguages

Indicative of the
tremendous cultural
diversity of human kind!

Source: Glottolog, http://glottolog.org, Accessed on 2020-02-10



* The labels we use can obscure diversity.

* In this talk
* Review homogenizinglabels used in daily discourse in the United

Diversity States

* Reveal linguistic diversity

and labels

* Will use the terms “Hispanic,” “Latino,” and “"Spanish” to make my
argument

* Will center on the use of these terms in the US Census
- Will show a couple of other examples to extend to other labels
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Is Person 1 of Hispanic, Latino,
or Spanish origin?

US Census 2020

NOTE: Please answer both Question 8 about
Hispanic origin and Question 9 about race. For this
census, Hispanic origins are not races.

Hispanic origin can be viewed as the heritage,
nationality, lineage, or country of birth of the
person or the person’s parents or ancestors before
arriving in the United States. People who identify as
Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish may be any race.
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US Census 2020 Is Person 1 of Hispanic, Latino,

or Spanish origin?

NOTE: Please answer both Question 8 about
Hispanic origin and Question 9 about race. For this

census, Hispanic origins are not races.

Why we ask this question: These responses help create statistics about
this ethnic group. This helps federal agencies monitor compliance with
anti-discrimination provisions, such as those in the Voting Rights Act
and the Civil Rights Act.




* Used interchangeably.

- Some respondents identify with all three terms, while others may
identify with only one

- People who identify with the terms “Hispanic,” “Latino,” or
“WLi, Talkid - those who classify themselvesin one of the specific Hispanic, Latino,
H ISpa n| CI or Spanish categorieslisted on the questionnaire ("Mexican,”
\\ Ll II A\ H 14 A\ 14
Lat|n0, and Puerto Rican,” or “Cuban”)

- aswell as those who indicate that they are “"another Hispanic,
Latino, or Spanish origin.”

"Spanish”

* from Spain, the Spanish-speaking countries of Central or South
America, or the Dominican Republic.

* Source: TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION:2010 Census Summary File 1




Diversity
within “this

_ ” - What languages do
ethnic group people in Spain use?

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish
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Diversity within
“this ethnic
group”

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish

categories listed on the
guestionnaire (“Mexican,” “Puerto
Rican,” or“Cuban”)
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| Algica.

Il Yuto-nahua.

I1l Cochimi-yumana.

IV Seri.
11 Amerindian V Oto-mangue.
language Vi Maya.
fa milies VIl Totonaco-tepehua.
VIl Tarasca.

IX Mixe-zoque.
Source: http://www.cdi.gob.mx/pinali 2008-2012/pinali-2008-

X Chontal de Oaxaca. 2012.pdf accessed on February 3, 2020

Xl Huave.



http://www.cdi.gob.mx/pinali_2008-2012/pinali-2008-2012.pdf

Mexico data:
68 language
groups

"La categoria agrupacion lingiistica
ocupa el lugar intermedio en los
niveles de catalogacion aplicados
aqui. Se define como el conjunto de
variantes lingUisticas comprendidas
bajo el nombre dado histdricamente
a un puebloindigena.”

Akateko Cuicateco Lacanddn Papago Tepehuano del
sur

Amuzgo Guarijio Mam Pima Texistepequefio

Awakateco Huasteco Matlatzinca Popoloca Tlahuica

Ayapaneco Huave Maya Popolucade la [Tlapaneco
Sierra

Chatino Huichol Mayo Q'anjob'al Tojolabal

Chichimeco jonaz |Ixcateco Mazahua Qato'k Totonaco

Chinanteco Ixil Mazateco Q'eqchi’ Triqui

Chocholteco Jakalteko Mixe Sayulteco Tseltal

Ch'ol Kaqgchikel Mixteco Seri Tsotsil

Chontal de K'iche' Nahuatl Tarahumara Yaqui

Oaxaca

Chontal de Kickapoo Oluteco Tarasco Zapoteco

Tabasco

Chuj Kiliwa Otomi Teko Zoque

Cora Ku'ahl Paipai Tepehua

Cucapa Kumiai Pame Tepehuano del

norte

Source: (https://www.inali.gob.mx/clin-inali/#agrupaciones accessed on February 3, 2020)



https://www.inali.gob.mx/clin-inali/

Zapotecan

Zapotec (Kaufman 2006)

/WestemN&:re

Soltect  Zapotec Zapotec (Smith Stark 2007)

Chatino (kaufman 1993-2007)

Z {Campbell, in press)
d pOteC /\ Papabuco (smstrk 2007)

Unknown number of distinct Teojomulcot Core Macro-Coatecan Narrow Core
languages Chatino (sullivant, in press) (Beam de Azcona 2014) Zapotec (Operstein 2012)
Zenzontepec Coastal Miahuatecan Central Northern
Chatino (Campbell 2013) (Beam de Azcona 2014)  Zapotec?  Zapotec (Smith Stark 2007)
/\ Mazaltepec, Tejalapan, Sierra Judrez
Tataltepec Eastern Cisyautepecan?  fori sntactorn osten vaioy E:J]zg:
i Mitla, Quiatoni, Albarradas,
Chatino (campbell 2013) il Quiatoni, Albarradas Choapan

Source: Campbell 2017
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Glottolog: 58 languages...and
counting

Source: Glottolog, http://glottolog.org, Accessed on 2020-02-10



Languages
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» “...the Spanish-speaking

“a Nnot h er countries of Central or South
. . America, or the Dominican
H 1SPanic, Republic.”
' - South America is the world'’s
Lat n.O, o region with the greatest
Spa nish genetic diversity in languages

* number of language
families (see Campbelland
Grondona2012).

origin.”

Source: Glottolog, http://glottolog.org,
Accessed on 2020-02-10




this ethnic group.

* Mexico, Central and South America combined are home to about
a third of the world’s language families

ObSCU red * 420 language families (includingisolates)in the world (Campbell
. . 2012; Hammarstrom 2010)
d|VerS|ty * 420 language families/ 3 = 140 language families!

* Probably around 1000 languages! (Pérez Baez et al. 2016)
* Over360in Mexico

* OvergoinCentral America and the Caribbean
* Over 400 in South America
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Homogenizing
labels

What is Person 1's race?

US Census 2020
Mark one or more boxes AND print origins: White;

Black or African American;, American Indian or
Alaska Native; Chinese; Filipino; Asian Indian;
Vietnamese,; Korean, Japanese; other Asian; Native
Hawaiian; Samoan, Chamorro; other Pacific
Islander; some other race.




US Census 2020 labels Associated languages

AmericanIndian or Alaska Native Around 150
Chinese; Around 330
Filipino; Over 160
AsianIndian Around 500
S Vietnamese Over 100
Homogenizing
other Asian I
| a b e | S Source: Source: Glottolog, http://glottolog.org, Accessed on 2020-02-10

» US Census 2000 label "African languages”
* Glottolog: Over 2300 languages!




Why does this
all matter?

Speakers of one of 12000
Indigenous Latin
American languages
could be in

classroom, medical
clinic, law practice, work
place, nieghborhood,
etc.

———




* They may be overshadowed or misunderstood by the the terms
“Hispanic,” “Latino,” and "“Spanish”
- Children may be sent to special education if misunderstood as native

ObSCU red Spanish speakers

- All of these languages are endangered!
* (Except Spanish)

* Pressure to speak Spanish due to the labels “Hispanic,”"Latino,”
and "Spanish” heavily contributes towards trends to shift away from

the Indigenous languages

identities




What can you
do to support
diversity

awareness?




* Foster an environment that values languages other than dominant
languages
* Break away from homogenizinglabels!

Foster

° Foster a dialogue that allowsindividualsand communities to open up
aware neSS! about their backgrounds and the languagesthey use




- Explore the world’s diversity and its manifestation in your
community

Become - Some resources
informed!

Glottolog:

- https://glottolog.org/
Native Land:

* https://native-land.ca/

S - Survey of Californiaand other Indian Languages
(laCand

Dutifafa . _
mghﬁm http://cla.berkeley.edu/

PACE S o binh PE. EA(;E""”V” UNESCO

nace

f hal VAA! )
arﬂ’gréaﬂnn‘ia@?In;L"Z’q"aaasogmbbba”S - https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/motherlanguageday
FVOWI BenbiTwinik

QH} TaMMbggt;pMXMMp * 'Languages without borders’ on the occasion of International Mother
AU amani Language Day February 21, 2020.

- Endangered Languages Project

* http://www.endangeredlanguages.com/



https://glottolog.org/
https://native-land.ca/
http://cla.berkeley.edu/
https://en.unesco.org/commemorations/motherlanguageday
http://www.endangeredlanguages.com/
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