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“[O]rigins of the term museum lay in the ancient 
Greek word for the abode of the muses, or the nine 
sisters who were the offspring of Zeus and Mnemosyne 
(memory). As the children of Memory, the muses are 
closely associated with the act of thinking and 
remembering, essential aspects in the process of 
learning and creativity.”  
 
 
See Glenn D. Lowry, “A Deontological Approach to Art Museums and 
the Public Trust,” in Whose Muse? Art Museums and the Public Trust, 
James Cuno, ed. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004), 
129-49. 	
  



Bringing Your Classes to the Museum 

https://jsma.uoregon.edu/guided-school-tours  



Why teach in the museum? 
Learning objectives met through teaching in the museum: 
•  skill development 
•  interdisciplinary analysis 
•  comparative analysis  
•  social critique  
•  research 
•  creative inspiration 

 
See Corrine Glesne, “Art Across the Curriculum” in The Campus 
Museum: A Qualitative Study, a Report to the Samuel H. Kress 
Foundation, 10. 

















Resources for Further Reading 
•  Rudolf Arnheim, Visual Thinking (Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 1969).  
•  Corrine Glesne, The Exemplary Museum: Art and Academia 

(Edinburgh, UK: MuseumsEtc, 2012). Also available from the Kress 
Foundation: 
http://www.kressfoundation.org/research/campus_art_museum/  

•  Liliana Milkova and Steven Volk, “Transfer: Learning in and Through 
the Academic Museum” in Advancing Engagement: A Handbook for 
Academic Museums, Vol III, Mark S. Gold and Stefanie S. Jandl, 
eds. (Edinburgh, UK: MuseumsEtc, 2015).  

•  David N. Perkins, The Intelligent Eye: Learning to Think by Looking 
at Art (Santa Monica: The Getty Center for Education in the Arts, 
1994). 	
  










































